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Introduction
 This was the fi rst year the new specifi cation for Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies has been 
assessed; it introduced new topics and new Assessment Objectives. This unit has proved to be 
popular with centres that have changed from the legacy Unit I: Christianity and also to those 
centres wishing to study Christianity from a faith and belief perspective as it addresses many of 
the moral and spiritual issues affecting young people today. 

Part (a) questions ask for either a defi nition of a key word or examples related to a key word.

Part (b) questions only need the candidates opinion backed by two reasons.

Part (c) questions are either ‘Explain why...’ or ‘Explain how...’ questions, and are testing 
Assessment Objective 1.

Part (d) questions are divided into two parts, (d)(i) need the candidates opinion backed by 
reasons and (d)(ii) needs an alternative opinion backed by reasons. One of the reasons used in 
the whole of (d) must refer to Christianity. 
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  Question 1 (a) 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This was an easy question to get full marks by using a glossary 
defi nition, as this candidate did, but most candidates were awarded 2 
marks for using an alternative wording but still correct defi nition.

Examiner Tip

Learn glossary defi nitions to help gain full marks on 
part (a) questions.
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Question 1 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

Better candidates, like this example, recognised that this part (b) 
question was about God as creator and answered it from a personal 
perspective referring to Biblical evidence. Some answers discussed the 
science versus religion argument and gained fewer marks as they did 
not uses reasons which supported only their point of view.

Part (c) was generally well answered by most candidates. However, 
some candidates did not realise that this was about a religious 
community as per the specifi cation defi nition for this unit and discussed 
love of others as shown in the life of a parish. It was also less well 
answered by candidates who did not read the question carefully and 
therefore described how love is shown rather than explaining why it is 
important to show love.

Most candidates responded well to the new layout of the (d) question 
and were able to state their own opinion and give reasons for it in (d)
(i).

Examiner Tip

In (b) questions start a new papragraph for each 
reason given.
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 Question 2 (a) 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This question was very well answered by candidates; most candidates 
who attempted it got full marks. This particular example gives one 
of the answers provided by the mark scheme although it is not the 
glossary defi nition.
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Question 2 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

Part (b) was a well answered question. Most candidates were able 
to state their own opinion and then give two reasons for it. Better 
candidates answered the question and provided two reasons which they 
then exemplifi ed. 

Part (c) was also well answered by candidates, many of whom, like this 
example, gained full marks by using Biblical evidence to answer the 
question. Many candidates gave four separate reasons to gain maximum 
marks. Less able candidates described incidents from the life of Jesus 
such as the baptism and so went off the point of the question and could 
not gain higher marks. 

Most candidates answered part (d) of this question well, although some 
candidates were unable to develop reasons why Christians should love 
God. Some candidates did not recognise that the alternative argument 
could be that Christians need to love others.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that candidates refer to Christianity in 
the (d) question to access all six marks for this 
question.
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  Question 3 (a) 
    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

Although very few candidates knew the glossary defi nition of celibacy 
there were many good full mark answers, where the candidates clearly 
understood celibacy. These candidates usually used an alternative 
wording to that provided in the specifi cation glossary.  However, there 
were some candidates, such as this example, who had no understanding 
of this concept.
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Question 3 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

In part (b) of this question most candidates were able to state their 
own opinion about whether the Bible is the word of God and then give 
a reason for it. However, some candidates contradicted themselves in 
their response and this led to confused and lower mark answers. 

In part (c) many candidates were able to answer this from an 
experience based perspective and these candidates generally achieved 
high marks. Some candidates answered in the form of a list and these 
answers often gained lower marks. In addition, many lower achieving 
candidates wrote completely descriptive answers. 

Part (d) of this question caused problems for those candidates who, 
like this example, had not thought about this beforehand and tried to 
answer this question from the perspective that they should do what the 
minister/priest tells them rather than what the Church teaches.

Examiner Tip

Use the specifi cation as a revision aid. Try to 
imagine each bullet point in the specifi cation being 
used as a (b) (c) or (d) type question.
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Question 4 (a) 
    

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 Examiner Comments

This example uses the glossary defi nition for the answer and so gains 
maximum marks. The vast majority of candidates doing this question 
achieved full marks by also using the glossary defi nition. Other 
responses usually achieved partial marks as they did not realise it was 
an event rather than just being a priest/minister.
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 Question 4 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

In part (b) candidates were able to state their own opinion and then give 
at least two reasons for their opinion. These reasons were frequently based 
on faith affi liation, while this is perfectly acceptable, development of 
reasons such as ‘I am a Catholic so believe this’ does not always add to the 
understanding of the reason given and so usually gained no further marks. 
Candidates should ensure that development is about the issue in question and 
should also be aware that if they give three or four reasons for their opinion 
only two can be credited. 

Part (c) was well answered by the majority of candidates, who were able 
to give several reasons why a church is important to a local area. A few 
candidates thought this question referred to the Church, possibly due to the 
reference in the question to a local area. Candidates need to be aware of the 
distinction between church and Church. 

In part (d) most candidates, like this example, responded well to this question 
and were able to give their own opinion and give reasons for it in (d)(i) and to 
explain why people would hold an opposing view in (d)(ii).

Examiner Tip

Ensure that you start a (b) question with 'I think...'. 
And remember that part (b) questions do not reqire 
an alternative viewpoint.
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 Question 5 (a) 
    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 Question 5 (b, c, d) 
 

  

 

Examiner Comments

Most candidates who answered this question gained full marks. Some, 
like this example, only gained one mark as they did not indicate that 
this was 40 days as per the key word defi nition and in the mark scheme 
and they simply said it is the time before Easter.
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Examiner Comments

In part (b) most candidates were able to state their own opinion about 
whether adult baptism is important. They also recognised that this 
was the adult versus infant baptism argument and used appropriate 
reasons. They were then usually able to give one reason for their 
opinion. 

There were some very thoughtful answers to part (c) of this question 
especially related to the candidate’s personal faith. Lower achieving 
candidates often wrote completely descriptive answers about how 
Easter is celebrated or were unable to give more than one reason. 

Part (d) of this question produced a mixed response from candidates 
with many unable to give any reasons disagreeing with the question 
beyond ‘it is a reminder of Jesus’ actions at the Last Supper.’ 
Candidates should be reminded to answer the question set as many 
candidates only answered the fi rst part of the question ie. 'You do not 
need the Eucharist' and ignored ‘to get closer to God’.

Examiner Tip

Read the whole question carefully to ensure that 
you answer the question set.
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  Question 6 (a) 
    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

Candidates either knew what transubstantiation was or they didn’t, 
thus achieving either full marks or none. There were very few answers 
that gained only 1 mark. In this example the candidate did not know 
the key word.
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Question 6 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

In part (b) most candidates were able to state their own opinion 
about whether Christmas had lost its meaning. However, some were 
unable to give reasons why, which meant they could only achieve low 
marks. Many responses to this question were not religious and that is 
perfectly acceptable in part (b) questions as there is no requirement 
for reference to Christianity.

In part (c) the response in this example was unable to answer this 
question and it is important that all of the specifi cation is taught 
to candidates as no part of the specifi cation is optional. However, 
this question was well answered by the majority of candidates, who 
were able to explain why Roman Catholic churches have certain 
features. Answers that did not achieve full marks were those that 
purely described the features within a Roman Catholic church without 
explaining why they were important. Similarly low marks were awarded 
for answers which were simply a list of features. 

Part (d) of this question caused very few problems for candidates and 
most were able to give three reasons backing their view in (d)(i) and 
three reasons for an alternative view in (d)(ii). More able candidates 
used examples and referred to the Bible to support their opinion.

Examiner Tip

There are no optional parts of the specifi cation, 
so mark sure all bullet points are covered in the 
course.
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 Question 7 (a) 
    

  

 
 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This is an important key word and will appear in questions in other 
parts of the specifi cation. The candidate in this example does not 
understand what is meant by a religious community according to the 
specifi cation glossary.
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  Question 7 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

Better candidates recognised that part (b) of this question was 
straightforward and about how to treat others. Lower scoring 
responses, like this example, were confused as to what the Golden Rule 
was and mixed it up with the Golden Commandment.

Part (c) was well answered by candidates who had learned about an 
organisation and why they did their work. However many candidates 
simply described the work of an organisation limiting themselves to 
level 1 and a maximum of 2 marks.

Most candidates were able to respond to the quote in part (d) of this 
question but did not give substantive reasons why being a priest might 
not be a good way to show a vocation and that there might be other 
ways. They were able to say that there were other ways but not why 
these were better than priesthood.

Examiner Tip

Part (c) will be ‘Explain how...’ or ‘Explain why...’ 
but these require very different answers, so read 
the question carefully.
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  Question 8 (a) 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

Candidates who had learnt this defi nition from the key word glossary 
achieved full marks, whilst those who tried to do it from general 
knowledge like this example usually did not gain any marks.
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Question 8 (b, c, d )
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Examiner Comments

In part (b) most candidates were able to state their own opinion and 
then give reasons for it. Better answers referred to the teaching of 
Jesus, however, there were many answers like this example, that did 
not do this and therefore gained few marks. 

Part (c) of this question was usually well answered by most candidates 
(although not this example). Candidates were frequently able to give 
four reasons expressed in clear language using specialist vocabulary 
based on the Biblical teaching. Less able candidates either did not 
realise that part of the question refers to a ‘guide for living’ or were 
unable to give more than one accurate reason. 

Most candidates had a clear opinion in response to the stimulus in part 
(d); this was usually in agreement with the quotation. Higher scoring 
answers were able to give three detailed reasons why, often referring 
to Biblical teaching or the actions of Jesus. When candidates had to 
consider that praying is good for the poor only the better candidates 
able to give substantive reasons.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that on (b) questions candidates 
concentrate on a personal opinion and have 
thought about reasons for their opinion.
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 Teachers and candidates should note these general points in order to improve candidate’s 
achievement in future years:

There is a choice of two questions per section, each as four sub questions – (a), (b), (c) and (d). 
Candidates can either attempt all the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers) or all the 
sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose questions form a 
mixture of the top and bottom questions will not be able to receive marks for all their answers.

Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by crossing in a box at the 
top of the paper, some candidates did not do this they should be reminded to do this as part of 
examination preparation.

The number of lines given in the answer booklet is more than adequate for candidates to achieve 
maximum marks; there is no need for candidates to write more than this. If candidates write 
more than can be inserted into the allocated linage they are probably using up too much time on 
that particular question. Almost all the candidates who used extra paper had already achieved 
maximum marks of that question. Any candidate who needs extra space can use that space 
allocated to other questions as long as they clearly indicate on their paper that this is what they 
have done.

There was evidence that a number of candidates did not complete the fi nal section this year 
due to timing diffi culties. Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty minutes per 
question leaving ten minutes to check through work at the end of the paper.

Grade Boundaries:

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E N G U

Raw mark boundary 80 68 57 46 36 29 23 17 11 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0
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